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Find out:
	 • What an Agent can do for you.
	 • How to format a fiction manuscript.
	 • How to prepare a query package for fiction.
	 • How to prepare a proposal for nonfiction.
	 • How to search for an Agent.
	 • Reasons for rejection.
	 • Why you might not need an agent.
	 • About self-publishing as an option.
	 • What the professionals say.

Discover:
	 • How important the “formula” is.
	 • Why you should always submit the first chapter.
	 • Why you never send a manuscript in a pizza box.
	 • Why it’s word count, not page count.

	 • And many, many more tips!

Joan West is a former literary agent, 
the founder of Bennett & West Literary 
Agency. In her “other life,” she was a 
college professor and now wears a third 
hat, as a senior editor and co-publisher of 
Fireside Publications.

Currently, in addition to guiding authors to publication, Joan 
speaks at literary festivals and writing conferences and teaches 
a class based on her experience as an agent, editor and pub-
lisher.

She also writes a weekly column for The Villages Daily Sun 
and writes articles for a variety of magazines, whenever time 
allows.

Joan and her husband, Glen, live in Central Florida with their 
cat, Strawberry. They share a love of books and writing.


